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Masterful Mandolin Blues, (05/18/06)
 Until I listened to Get Your Nose Outta My Bizness! by Rich DelGrosso, I had no clue that I actually liked the mandolin and how wonderful an instrument it truly is. Oh sure, I had heard of it, just as I had heard of a cello, a banjo, a bassoon, and a viola. I had also heard of some of the so-called legends of the instrument, but you'd search high and low trying to find a CD by one of them in my collection. This CD has given me a newfound appreciation of the mandolin and the person who very well may be the next mandolin maestro, Rich DelGrosso. 

On Get Your Nose Outta My Bizness!, Rich pulled no punches assembling a band. Along with himself on mandolin, guitar, and vocals are the incomparable and legendary Pinetop Perkins on piano, James Harmon on harmonica, Doug MacLeod on guitar, Jeff Turmes on bass and saxophones, David Kida on drums, Gary Allegretto on harmonica, and Ernie Scarbrough on bass. 

The CD opens with the title track. This DelGrosso original is a great opener because it's a basic three-piece track (mandolin, bass, drums) in which DelGrosso, his instrument and his vocals, are the highlights. This track made it easy to realize how easy it is to adapt to guitar-less Blues. 

"Big Fat Mama Jam," another original sounded exactly as the title would lead you to believe it sounded - it was a big fat instrumental jam. I found it interesting how well the mandolin held its own going toe to toe against the harp and piano - and I don't just mean any old harp and piano - I'm talking about a harp and piano being beat up by James Harmon and Pinetop Perkins. 

If you like 'guitar picking' you'll love DelGrosso's 'mandolin picking' on the Muddy Waters cover "Can't Be Satisfied." His voice, as burly as his frame, has DelGrosso even sounding a bit like Muddy on this one. Of course, being a Muddy song, ya know Harmon rips it up on harmonica as well. As a matter of fact, everyone was right in the pocket on this one. 

"Can't Save A Dollar" is a virtual battle of the baritones...DelGrosso's vocals vs Turmes' sax. "Diving Duck Blues," a John Estes cover, unquestionably has to be a song DelGrosso uses in the mandolin workshops he teaches. Hearing him play on this track was clearly the equivalent of a professor administering a subject lesson. 

"Early In The Morning" is definitely for the dancers. I was even doing the Buttsa Nova in my chair. It once again features DelGrosso's punch-packing vocals and Turmes' outstanding sax work with some kick ass percussion. 

If good old, straight up Chicago Blues is your cup of tea, as it is mine, you'll enjoy DelGrosso's interpretations of "Outskirts Of Town," "Too Many Dirty Dishes," and "That's Alright." Be it on the guitar or on the mandolin, DelGrosso rips it up on these tracks. 

Perhaps one of the best tracks on Get Your Nose Outta My Bizness! is "When Things Go Wrong." It's your basic Blues ballad done with perfection. 

Usually when a very large, very tough lookin' Italian tells me Get Your Nose Outta My Bizness! I tend to take that as very good advice and follow it. However, in this case, I may just look to get my nose into more of Rich DelGrosso's business and for that matter, possibly into the business of some of those other legendary mandolin masters. 
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