RICH DELGROSSO: Get Your Nose Outta My Bizness
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Get Your Nose Outta My Bizness/ Big Fat Mama Jam/ Can’t Be Satisfied/ Can’t Save A Dollar/ Divin’ Duck Blues/ I Smell Trouble/ Early In The Morning/ Lucy Mae Blues/ Smokin’ And Jokin’ With Pinetop/ Outskirts Of Town/ Walkin’ Blues/ Too Many Dirty Dishes/ That’s’ Alright/ When Things Go Wrong/ You Done Told Everybody/ How Long Blues

Somewhere on Rich’s website <http://mandolinblues.com/>, or in an article on him I’ve read, he is described as the world’s greatest living mandolin blues player. Well, with respect Rich, there aren’t too many mandolin blues players around are there? Having said that, even if there were shed loads of them around I’m convinced Rich would be up there near the top of the pile. Indeed for many of the tracks on this set, you’d be excused for thinking you were listening to a Johnny Young session, or occasionally a Yank Rachell or Howard Armstrong number, so accomplished is his playing. Not only does Rich play mandolin, but on some numbers, those more r&b compared to blues, he plays a pretty mean guitar (on one number, ‘Dishes’, he plays both!). He also has a decent, rich baritone voice, quite expressive, occasionally with a humorous slant, reminding me of the likes of Rick Estrin.

As if to prove his credentials, you only need to consider some of the artists he’s rustled up to accompany him on this session – James Harman (harmonica), Jeff Turmes (bass and saxes), Doug MacLeod (guitar) and Pinetop Perkins (piano) – you know these guys wouldn’t accompany just ‘anybody’, and their contributions are at least par for their courses. The varied presentation of the album is a plus too. Whilst the greater portion can be labelled as Johnny Young/ fifties styled Chicago Blues (the title number, ‘Big Fat Mama Jam’, ‘Satisfied’, ‘Early In The Morning’, ‘Smokin’’, ‘Dirty Dishes’, ‘That’s Alright’, ‘Outskirts’, ‘Walkin’ Blues’ ‘When Things Go Wrong’ and ‘How Long Blues’), it’s in the widest sense, and many of these numbers hark back to the seminal country, down-home blues origins of that style. Indeed, as already suggested, not all feature mandolin, a number highlight his excellent guitar playing and there are more pure ‘country blues’ in the form of ‘Divin’ Duck’ and (rather surprisingly) ‘I Smell Trouble’, Texas blues with ‘Lucy Mae’ and even more straightforward r&b with ‘Dollar’.

I’m very, very impressed, with this issue, for much of it you can well imagine you’re listening to a late fifties/ early sixties Johnny Young album, that’s how good it is. Nice digipak presentation, unreservedly recommended.

Byron Foulger
