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Written by Jim White 
Welcome back to the BlueNotes and the CD release party we host every once in a while.

Today the new CD is from someone you may actually have heard of -- blues mandolin player Rich DelGrosso and guitarist Jonn Del Toro Richardson, two Texas musicians with a flair for Texas blues and roots music.

The CD -- "Time Slips On By" (Mandolin Blues) -- is set for release on Jan. 18, so we're jumping the gun a little bit here, but the CD is good enough to merit some advance notice.

Both men are accomplished blues artists -- DelGrosso on the blues mandolin in the tradition of the legendary Yank Rachell, and Richardson on guitars that are rich with fiery tone and passionate playing. Add harp, keyboards and a lusty horn section with alto and baritone sax and trumpet, and you have a sultry combination that brings both down-home flavor and Texas swing.

The album is 14 original tunes by DelGrosso and Richardson, they run from sweet blues mandolin -- "Mandolin Man" -- to the toughness of "Baby Do Wrong" to the swinging "Where's Laura" to the rocking roadhouse-and-piano-flavored "A Gig is a Gig."

One of my favorites is the sweet blues of the mandolin-led "Hard to Live With" touched with lyrics like "I know I'm hard to live with, but I'm easy to love."

This is a very fine blues album by two veterans who know how to make good music that's rich with tradition and at the same time full of contemporary polish and professionalism. Both men capture the spirit of this great music as much as anyone can. You should enjoy it as much as I do.

